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Preamble
T

here is still time. There is good reason to believe that civilization need not destroy most of the Earth’s nonhuman species. The trick is
to learn how to share our spaces with other species. If we do so, we won’t
find ourselves bereft of our plant and animal cousins and hoping for a
visit from extraterrestrials to keep us company.
Sharing our habitats deliberately with other species. I call this “reconciliation ecology.” The evidence cries out for us to do a lot more of it, and
that doing a lot more of it can save most of the world’s species. This book
will explore that evidence.
The book will also describe many examples of reconciliation ecology,
stories of people who have designed habitats for themselves or for their
enterprises, and then find out that wild things also use these habitats
successfully. Sometimes the sharing is accidental, sometimes quite purposeful. But sharing works. And it is very cheap.
Despite its title, the book may displease some of those who are devoted
to “green” causes. They may not trust my claim that we need to end the
battle between ecology and economics. But this is a book of science, not
theology and not politics. And the claim comes straight from the ecological science of diversity. The science is very clear, and those who care about
wild species can do them no better favor than to be guided by it.
Nevertheless, this book is not a signal for environmentalists to surrender their cause to those human beings whose job it is to exploit the
Earth. I want our developers, fishers, farmers, ranchers, and tree growers
to realize that I am not only calling for environmental peace and cooperation, but also for a radical change in the way they treat the land and
waters of this planet. I am not asking them to stop earning a living or
making a profit. People and their enterprises will not be denied, and need
not be denied. But we can avoid a mass extinction of Earth’s species without ourselves committing mass suicide.

